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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) . is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 09 January 2004 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AH b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Applicatipn No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. Claim 19 is directed to a "program for causing a computer to 
implement" which is deemed to be software per se and therefore non-statutory. An amendment 
in line 1 of claim 19 to recite "A computer program for execution by a computer to implement" 
would overcome this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ino, Japanese 
Patent No. 1 1-298517 (hereinafter referred to as Ino), in view of Nobuhiko, Japanese Patent 
Publication No. 09200419 A (hereinafter referred to as Nobuhiko). 
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4. As per claims 1, 10 and 19, Ino teaches an information processing method, a program for 
execution by a computer, and an information processing apparatus connected to a network 
having thereon at least one server capable of processing e-mails, the information processing 
apparatus being capable of transmitting and receiving e-mails, and managing counter information 
indicating an output state of a device, the information processing apparatus comprising: 

a managing device that manages the counter information (Ino, fflj 0051-0053); and 
a time setting device that transmits an e-mail addressed to the information processing 
apparatus, receives the e-mail, and then sets present time based on time of the transmission of the 
e-mail, and time of reception of the e-mail by the server (Ino, Iff 0022-0023, 0051-0053, 0062- 
0064, 0067-0068). 

Ino teaches the invention substantially as claimed. However, Ino does not explicitly teach 
that the information processing apparatus comprises at least one image forming apparatus. In the 
same field of endeavor, Nobuhiko teaches a device and method for setting the correct time of a 
printing device (See Nobuhiko, Abstract). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have incorporated the printer as taught by 
Nobuhiko into the time setting system of Ino because it is desirable to enable efficient time 
setting techniques to printing devices connected to a network. The combination of the known 
techniques of a network connected printing device and a method for setting time on a network 
device, within the capabilities of one of ordinary skill in the art, would yield predictable results. 

5. As per claims 2 and 11, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising an NTP time information acquisition device that acquires time information using 
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NTP, and wherein said time setting device carries out the setting of present time based on time of 
the transmission of the e-mail, and time of reception of the e-mail by the server, concurrently 
with the acquisition of the time information by said NTP time information acquisition device 
(Ino, I1f 0005, 0066-0067). 

6. As per claims 3 and 12, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising a storage device that retains time information, and wherein said time setting device 
sets the present time based on the time information retained in said storage device upon startup 
of the information processing apparatus (Ino, fflf 0005, 0066-0067) 

7. As per claims 4 and 13, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising a mail time information acquisition device that acquires time of reception of the e- 
mail addressed to the information processing apparatus, and wherein said time setting device 
overwrites the time acquired by said mail time information acquisition device or said NTP time 
information acquisition device on the present time set upon startup of the information processing 
apparatus (an RTC time set upon boot may be reset by the email time system; Ino, ff 0005, 
0066-0067). 

8. As per claims 5 and 14, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising an update device that updates the time information retained in said storage device in 
predetermined timing (Ino, fflj 005 1 -0052). 
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9. As per claims 6 and 15, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
wherein said time setting device corrects the time information retained in said storage device 
based on predetermined correction information, and sets the present time based on the corrected 
information (Ino, 0051-0052, 0062-0064). 

10. As per claims 7 and 16, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
wherein said time setting device acquires information of the time from said mail time 
information-acquisition device when the time information has not been acquired by said NTP 
time information acquisition device (the email system updates the clock. The system may be 
configured to also incorporate RTC and NTP; Ino, 0005, 0066-0067). 

11. As per claims 8 and 17, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
comprising a storage device that stores a history of processing carried out by the image forming 
apparatus in association with lapse of time, and a notification device that notifies the history 
stored in said storage device to a center existing on the network (system records attempts to send 
emails and provides this information to the mail communication unit, Ino, 0047-0052). 

12. As per claims 9 and 18, Ino-Nobuhiko teaches an information processing apparatus 
wherein the image forming apparatus comprises a printing device that carries out printing on a 
recording medium (Nobuhiko, Abstarct). 



Conclusion 
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13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H. Kang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3882. The 
examiner can normally be reached on IFP. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Paul H Kang/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2144 



